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Creating Horror Backgrounds Using "Inside" Tips, Tricks, and Free
Software Part One: Locating the Software

CaptureWizPro [ x| Y
Capture Options  Exit =
s £ [+ & ) -
Area Scroll Wideo Ludio _—
Photo Mix Capture Wiz VLC Player Irfan View

Thanks for purchasing Horror Stew's wallpaper e-course! Let's get started! There are
four software programs and one hardware item you will need to create wallpapers.
Below are the links to the download pages.

The hardware is a DVD reader. You pop in your horror DVD and you can watch it on
your computer. Assuming you have that (most computers now come with a DVD reader
installed), we are ready for the software.

The flagship program is Photo Mix. This is the program that creates your wallpaper!
Download Free Trial Version Here. Now, here’s the link to actually purchase Photo Mix
(costs $29.00) which I've included in case you later on decide as your 30 day trial version
runs out that you want it: Buy Photo Mix. The trial version has annoying pop-ups
sometimes that encourage you to buy as you work through your free trial. It is
bothersome, but tolerable!

The next program is Capture Wiz Pro, a cool little capture program that will capture
images from DVD movies or anything on the internet for that matter! It is a very simple,
easy to use little unit. This is the second program with a 30 day free trial with
bothersome pop-ups during the limited trial run, and the only other one you might want to
purchase. (It's $29.95.) Download Free Trial Version Here.

The next program is the Video Lan Free Player (aka The VLC Player). This is the
viewer that you watch your horror movies on as well as capturing pictures from it to use
in your Photo Mix wallpapers! This is where I get all of my great horror images that's on
my site www.horrorstew.com. Free! I love that word! Download Free Video Lan Player
Here.

Lastly, the program I use to crop, colorize, and manipulate photos to get them ready for
my wallpapers is the free IrfanView program. Download Free Irfan View. That's the
software you'll need to make your own wallpapers! You might be wondering, "WHY do I
need so many programs to make wallpaper!?" Well, I sought these out because I didn't
want to pay $650.00 dollars for Photoshop! My pockets just aren’t that deep!

I just want you to know that you don't have to learn every little thing or become a master
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of each of these programs (unless you want to). I didn't and don't plan to. I use what I
want to use from them to create my wallpapers.

OK....install these programs on your computer, and then come back here for some
valuable set-up info for the Video Lan Player.

Setting Up the Video Lan Player

This is important! When using the very easy to use Capture Wiz Pro on media players,
you may find that you get a blank capture. That means as you watch your horror movie
and see an image you want for your wallpaper, after you've captured it and saved it to
"My Pictures", you find that the picture you thought you saved is just a black square
saved in "My Pictures"! Talk about annoying! Here's how to fix this typical problem:
Fixing The Dreaded "Blank Screen" With These Step-By-Step Instructions. I had to do
this myself after some digging for help info!

Now that you have all of your software installed, it's time to move on to Part 2:
Capturing Images Using the VLC Video Player and Capture Wiz!
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Creating Horror Backgrounds Using "Inside'" Tips, Tricks, and Free
Software Part Two: Capturing Images Using the VLC Video Player and
Capture Wiz

Ok, now let's capture some images from a movie using your free VLC video player.
Click on the icon for the VLC player that's on your desktop!

Now you'll see the control bar with play, stop, fast forward, etc. for the player.

£ VI.C media player,

File Miew Settings Audio Yideo Mavigation Help

A2 p 0B

He4 44 HF MM =

¢ (s _]

x1.00

When you hit play, however, this Open box will come up.

& YLC media player,

File Miew Settings Audio Video Mavigation Help
T N TR

@)

x1.00

Media Resource Locatar (MRL)

Open: |

Alkernatively, vou can build an MRL using one of the Following predefined kargets:

File: |Disc || Metwork | DirsctShows

V| [ Browse...
[ subtitle options

Settings. ..

|:| Skreamn output

[J=aching

[ ok

] ’ Cancel

Click the Disc tab.
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< YLC media player

File Wiew Seftings Audio Yideo Mavigation Help

- |?|| Hi 44w W IS <l (mum_]

x1.00

Media Resource Locator (MRL)

Open: | dwdsimple: jE: w |

\NvelyJ you can build an MRL using one of the Following predefined targets:

| File: | Disc |Netw0rk [ Direct5h0w|

Disc bype
O ovD imenus) (8 DvD Ov O Audio C0
Device name m
Subtitles track :
[ stream output Setkings. .. [[] caching 300

Lo ) (oo
/

Under the Disc Type, you'll see the DVD (menus) circle filled in, change that to DVD as
shown here, and then click OK. Now your movie will start. You're ready to capture
some images!
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Audio Track
Audio Device
Audio Channels

visualizations
Equalizer

]

00017 | 0:37:49 x1.00 dvdsimple: /fE:
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& YL.C media player
File View Settings BEUGGN Yideo Mavigation Help
Audio Track
Audio Device
audio Channels
wisualizations
2 ® Disable
Classical
Club
Dance
Flat
Full bass

Full bass and kreble
Full treble
Headphones

Large Hall
Livve:
Party

Fop
Reggaes
Rk

Ska

Soft

Soft rock
Techno

1 144 | B
w

0:00:17 | 0:37:49 x1.00 dwdsimple: JJE:

...... and pick Large Hall. In fact, mess around with the different sound types there.
Some movies can use the boost in sound quality.

Want subtitles? Go to Video, click on Subtitles Track, and pick whatever language is
available for your situation.
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£ VILC media player,

File Miew Settings Audio BAEERM Mavigation Help

& [ | PP P Viden Track [ TTHR!
Subtitles Track  * JCRREE
Fullscreen Track 1 - [English]
Zoom Track Z - [Espanal]
Deinterlace Track 3 - [Francais]
Aspect-ratio
Crop
Always on kop
Snapshot

1 4|
W

00017 f 03740 x1,00 dydsimple: /E:

*If the movie doesn’t offer subtitles, you won’t see an option to pick!

Tip: Try using some good quality headphones when watching your movie. I do...you
wouldn’t believe the difference in what you can pick up and hear!

Now you should be ready to capture images off of the VLC Video Player using your
capture device Capture Wiz! As you can see below, [ have my Capture Wiz Tool Bar
docked at the right side of my desktop, but you can put it anywhere the makes it easier
for you to use. I only have a sliver of it showing but when I touch it with my mouse
pointer; it pops out, showing the full range of tools available on it. Then when I'm done, it
pops back out of my way. The button I use the most is the Area button (highlighted
below). It's basically a nice cropping tool in that, after you capture your image with it,
you can move the red lines around and manipulate the image, getting exactly what you
want! You are the artist; you decide exactly what you want in your wallpaper based on
the images that you capture and cut.
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Let's try to capture an image. As you watch your movie, you see a scene that you want.
Pause the movie at that scene. If you overshoot the image, just move the VLC's slider
bar (at the bottom of the player) back a little to get to the scene you want. You'll get
better at this as you go! Alright, now you have your movie paused at your image. Click
the Area tab on your Capture Wiz......

& VLC media player

File Wiew 3Setbngs Audio Yideo Mavigation Help

A b EH W or o S ) (mme )

PixelMetrics = x
Capture Main Window Cptions Macros Exit

D@n @ o s

2-Pairt Al ea Frame Scroll Wideo Audio

— S version 3.50 paid
J Basigftraen capture
re item that hides when you click
0:00:17 [ 0:37:49 .00 dvdsimple:JE:

Fix & blank capture of & movie player
Fix & silert sudio capture

Go back and view last capture
Creste a sticky note

More help - opens menu

| 4 Hide Detail
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...... and you'll see a red plus sign that you can move around with your mouse.

£ VYLC media player
File View Settings Audio Video WNawvigation Help

2 p B W H W B IS IO

He |
' ——

0:03:42 [ 0:37:49 x1.00 dvdsimple:JE:

That's what you'll use to frame your picture with. Place the red plus sign where you want
to start, left click the mouse button while holding it down, and then complete the action
by framing the picture with the red lines.
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& VLC media player

File View Satt
2 pn

0:03:42 [ 0:37:49

d | ke
dvdsimple:JJE:

4 VLC media player

Fine acjust rect outline, then choose an owput

il a ;
Sticky Emal  Edtor  Scroll Wideo Muli - Main  Later

0:03:42 f 0:37:49

4 | L]
dwdsimple: | [E:
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Don't worry if you mess up, because you can move the lines in or out with your mouse,
fine tuning the picture the way you want it to appear. Want to redo the whole mess (if
you make one!)? Simply right click outside of the VLC player’s screen to start over.
When you get what you want, Save it to My Pictures.

£ YLC media player

File View Setl Fine adiust red ouliine, then choose an oulput
2 B | M

1 He |
W L

0:03:42 [ 0:37:49 x1.00 dvdsimple: JE:
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> - [BlXx|

My Documents

-8

My Compatter

‘-_ ’l File name; Land0iTheliead
o

My Mebwork Save as type: JFEG ImageFile [*.jpg)

1 Hd | bel

10:03:42 [ 0:37:49 x1.00 dvdsimple:J/E:

Later on, you'll import these pictures into Irfan View if you want to resize or lighten
them up or Photo Mix when you are ready to make wallpapers! That's it! You've
successfully captured images off of the VLC Video player! Now you can also use the
Capture Wiz to capture any images off of the internet, but for copyright purposes I have
to say you can't legally use them (wink!). You'll find that Capture Wiz is a very handy
program for any project you have going where you need images. I use it a lot!

Ready to move on? Let's make a wallpaper using Photo Mix! Move on to Part Three:
Using Photo Mix To Create Your Wallpaper

Creating Horror Backgrounds Using "Inside" Tips, Tricks, and Free
Software Part Three: Using Photo Mix To Create Your Wallpaper
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Adding Photos To Photo Mix

Click on your Photo Mix icon to open the program. It will look like this:

EX untitled - PhotoMix

I view [

Start

[a Getsr.at‘bedl watking with PhaotoMix fram one of
Page: 10245768 px } & g Getting Stated with PhotoMi ..
(d" g @WQW-WW.GWWSﬁ
- L | pY | g
& i.—i*ﬂ ¥
; 2 HiS g
2% | 5
| 3
Z | 5
- | a ’\z :
2 ol =
¥ é r
(5
z
=

Cursor; 1146 % 720 px )l
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The next thing you'll want to do is get the pictures that you've captured from the VLC
player into the Photo Mix program, which is easy! Pick the light pink Photos tab.

&3 untitled - PhotoMix

| Fme |[ eorr |[ view |[ HELP |
ElE@ O 2l @ ; . ——
@ T 1 v ma 1 11 49 v | 1 e4 (T 1T T T O Y1+ gi 2l Photos
(o | [£] Wisit s photomis. com web ste
L =
2 ﬂAddMs(—
Page: 1024x768 ps ) ~| Double click on photo to send i o page
s i | 2| |@
T Hea | g Click here to add photos
£ 5 | 5| | To add photos to list ygipa button on the lookbar
- = A L abowe, of by dra thesn from ‘Windows
g & Lja [ @ Explon 1 apphcation
i 2 (2
2 3
) [
§ &
= | 5
z
H
Cursor: 1154 x 42 p J

On the right margin of Photo Mix you can click Add Photos or Click Here To Add
Photos, both of which will bring up your My Pictures box. This should be where you've
stored all of your captured pictures. As you can see below, I've been capturing pictures
from the George Romero movie, Land Of The Dead!
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FILE EDIT || VIEW |[ HELP |

BIENE l_]

@ X ] 3|>q.||m.|-ew|||s|9|rx:_' O

Photos

3 Q isik W, photomix. com web site
2=
£ |6 astorocs

'Page:1024x?89pﬁ \] ~| Double click on photo to send it to page
s rdd|| 5|9
L Hah | B Click here to add photos
L] 5| To add photos to list using button o the toolbar
= ST | @ abave, ot by dragging them froe Windows
g & Uidl| & Esplorer or ather application

= Look in: | (2} My Pictures v Q@ |53
&
- ES 3
Recent &

= - ~

i @

i Desktop

B Type Fibe Folder

15 Path Cr\Documents and Setting
o Modified 09.07.2007 19:20

=

My Documents
= SJ?! LandOf TheDead. jog
e My Compulter < ¥
Cunsor: 751 x 911 px | o |
Fonane | v
My Netweak  Files of lype: | Carnenon oraphic files v Caricel

This is typical Romero zombie gore which makes for a sick, gory, wallpaper! I've
captured 17 images, more then enough to make a wallpaper, or a few wallpapers. Here
they all are in My Pictures:

2 My Pictures FZ”E”E'

Fie Edt View Favortes Toos Help w
€] D ¥ Psexch [ rades [~

Address | (2 Cr\Documents and Seitlr\us\HP dministrator|My Documents{My Pictures v B

@ Picture Tasks 2}
{08 et pictures From

CAMEra or SCAnner

j e et LandofTheDead.jpg  LandOfTheDead002./pg LandOfTheDead003.1pa LandofTheDeadd04.1pg LandOFTheDead00S.ipg LandofTheDead0as. g
) Crder prints online.

J'EI Print pictures
File and Folder Tasks (& -
9 Make anew Folder

LandOf TheDead007 jpg LandOfTheDead008.jpg  LandOfTheDesdd09.jpg  LandOfTheDead010.jpg LandOfTheDead01l.jpg LandOfTheDeadO12.pg LandOfTheDead013.jpg

& Publish this folder to
the Wieb

K23 Share this folder

Other Places
) My Documents
v v

Here's how to add all of your photos to Photo Mix: Hold down the Control button on
your keyboard and click on each photo in your My Pictures box. You'll see the photos
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framed in blue.

| FPE [ EorT [[ vIEW

Photos

[£8] Vist v photomis com web ste

Double click an photo to send it to page

Photos \ Main

[/protos \

L
Page: 10245768 px )
=
N 2
. i
i Lodk i | (2] My Pictues ¥ O & - [
= = ~
5 J ]
Recent

Curzor: 1113 x 705 px

@

Click hete to add photos
To add photos to st using button on the toolbar
abave, of by dragging them from ‘Windowes
wplorer of other application

| Compasitions

Then click the Open tab in the My Pictures and it will transfer them to your Photo Mix
program. You'll see them appear on the right......
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EX untitled - PhotoMix B@E|

FILE || EDIT VIEW HELP

e I 1614 ' | il [ ] 1 Photos
o {a} | Visit v, phatomix.com web site
a| =
2 -
/ - . £ | () dddheics _
[ Page: 10242768 px | Double click on photo to send it to page
e |3l [@ x X8
T fa |8
N £—an | &
2 - vat| [
- = T
- =1y : —_ -
3 LandOiTheDead jp;  LandOfTheDead00:
£ x x
= 5
5
= 2
é LandDfTheDead0l Land0iTheDead:
x x
- f
* ;
H
= LandOiTheDead0l LandDfT heD eaddOl
| Cursor, 776 % -3 px )

......margin in your Photo Mix.
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| eorr || view |[ HEwP |

Open project ... Chrl4+0

= [ T I s 9 A
g
2
\| £
& fds
D fa |8
. &t |3
& o Yidl | &
= | 3
Exit Se] 2
e j
5 E
2 E
0
= | &
- |
§ |
A
| 2
5
Cursor; 55 % 179 pie )

Photos

E Wisit weve photomix.com web site
(8] Add photos

Double click on photo to send it to page
L]

Chek heie to add phatos
To add photos to kst using button on the toolbar
abave, of by dragging them from ‘Windowes
Explorer or other application

Again, your My Pictures will pop up again. Highlight and add! That's it for adding
photos! Let's say you want to delete a picture from your group that you don't want to use.

Click on the little X at the upper right hand of the photo and it will be dumped.
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Picking A Layout

Photo Mix supplies layouts (templates) for your wallpaper ranging from 1 to 9 photos.
When you click on the Compositions tab, you'll see some formatted layouts in light

green.

(Page: 1024x768 px

Cursor: 3182873 px

[ Layers/ ©

Compozitions
@ Wisit v, pholiomix, com web site
Select one of the compositions list from the
drop-down menu below
i ions with 4-8 photos w
Double click on ition to apply it to photos:
on page
*_’J x A
lapout_01_03.ims lapout_01_0Ga.ims
¥ | | *
lapaur_01_03bine  layout_01_03c ims
X
lapout_01_04.ims layout_01_Dda ims
OO [[ OO
il i ¥
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This picture shows a layout for 4-8 photos. As you scroll down, you'll see more layouts
that accept more pictures! The cool thing about Photo Mix is that you are the artist. You
decide based on your opinion on what's cool about that particular movie, and then put it
in there! Now, if you'd like other layouts for more pictures, hit the drop down tab and
you'll see the other choices.

& untitled - PhotoMix

Composzitions

. @ Visi wyey. photomix com web site

= | Select one of the compositions fist from the:

| drop-down menu below
( Page: 10243768 px )

Cnmposilons with dwé phatas
) T
- |
. £ an
g ol L a
. ] 5 |
bt r | |
o E
. 8l | tavour_01_03ims  layoul_01_D3a.ims
2| & E

1 »
: : [ |
é. 1
T 3| Tapout 01_03kime  Tayout_01_03c ims
A o JC O
=
- O OO; O
7 lapout_01_04.ims layout_01_Dda ims
[[| \Ceeee / O ([ OO

—r— —r— el
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Anyway, that's just one way to make these wallpapers, that is, with the standard layout
choices. Another way I like doing them is what I call the Free Form way. That's taking
the pictures and dragging and dropping them onto your wallpaper canvas, like so......

*Drag and Drop means clicking on the photo and holding the left mouse button down on
it while moving the photo to the area you want it to be in and letting go of the button,
placing it there!

2 untitled® - PhotoMix

B8 1 | @ 2l Photos

04 i | [ ]

o} | Visit e, photomi. com web site

5| Add photos
Double click on photo to send it to page

r L x oA
T |
’ +
= LandOfTheDeadpc  LandOTheDead;

|II Photos '\'

| Page: 1024768 px

1631

480 v

6141

Curgor: 633 » 902 px Frame: 314,320 [1632153] pivel:

I place them where I want them and stretch them out, manipulating them into how I want
them to look. See the little red squares around the pictures? Just grab those with your
mouse and stretch them out. Your picture will increase in size, filling any areas within
the canvas. If you decide you don't want the picture and want to put the picture back on
the right, just drag and drop it back in. Or, click the Undo button. That's something you
can play around with, but for now, lets do a simple template wallpaper using the 4-8
picture layout. Let's say you want that layout on the right under the 4-8 photo layout.
Place your mouse over it and double click it. It will appear on the left on your canvas...
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3 untitled® - PhotoMix EBEX

[ Fe |[ Eomm VIEW || HELP |

= (&2 B | = al o) | (@)

BEd 0 2c @

@ ¥ v 1 v a4 |t a9 1118141 [ ]

/@

_ | Compositions

> | Sehect one of the compositions list from the
drop-down menu below
| Compaositions with 4-8 phatos »

Double click on compasition to apply it to photos
on page

o x A

| (Page: 10245768 px

s | Compositions

1531

3l | Tavour_01_03.img
=

x

|

|

1

i

1

|

1

| : [ |

2

1 o
1

!

1

|

1

|

1

I

1

480 v

lapout_01_03bims  layout_01_03c.ims

6141

|/ []
OO o
0 O

lapout_01_04.ims lagout_0N1_D4aims

| Cursor 1147 2502 pw J DD DDX

/i i

Now, you'll notice that this layout will have the pictures touching each other's edges. If
you want borders in between the photos like my Poe wallpaper I mentioned before,
scroll through the layout selections on the right and you will find that style.

Placing Your Pictures

Once you've picked and placed your layout template, click your Photos tab to get back to
your photos. Start dragging and dropping pictures into the boxes based on what fits
nicely and what you want in there! I've put this picture in here of Big Daddy holding
another zombie buddies shot off head, but as you can see, compared to the original
picture in the right hand margin, it's cut off a little of the image. That's because the
program is blowing it up to fill the bigger upper space. I simply hit Undo (the little green
arrow above the picture) and the picture is placed back to the right with the other photos.
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2 untitled® - PhotoMix

FILE EDIT VIEW HELP

elEE 0O [l (@

(] ] 4 Bé 1 | 1 a8 1 |t o4 1 | 8w 1| ()
f
/ bl
8
2 | ]| Add photos
.. Fage: 10245768 pa / Double click on photo to send it to page
]

(4 L x /A
’l I "n:.
gl T
LandOiTheD eadim;
x x
-
Land0fTheDead0l LandOfTheleadll:

Photos

o} | Visit e, photomi. com web site

480 v

6141

| Cursor: 131 -181 pu

A longer picture will work best for this space, so if you've captured longer ones, try to put
them in this space. You'll get better at this after you've created more wallpaper. Here you
can see ['ve dragged and dropped four Land Of The Dead pictures into the layout. I just
love that guys sightless eyes on the top right! He looks like my Uncle. Now guess what?
If you've followed the steps I've outlined, you've created your own wallpaper!

Page 25



This is the finished wallpaper, but it needs some finishing touches which are coming right

up!

& untitled® - PhotoMix

)

[ Page: 10244768 px

| Cursor: 1128913 px

I,‘ Photos 'q

Photos
Q Wisah wvwws. photomi, com web site
E‘ Add photos

[Diouble click on photo to send it to page:
(o,

-~
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It really is as easy as that! Make sure you save your work by clicking File/Save Project
which will save it to My Documents.

& untitled® - PhotoMix

EDIT VIEW HELP
22 Mew project Chrl+M
Open project ... Chr+O —
ve project as ... - (28| Wisit wes photormis,com web site
] =

A% add photos o list Ctrl+1 2 | [3%]| Add photos
] page Setup ... . Double click on photo to send it to page
Save as photo (jpg, bf and ekc.) ... Cirl+H e i &
(P Set a5 wallpaper Chri+w ! ab

Send photo via emal (4 ah
& prink ... Ctri+P oe| U}

Exit Land0iTheDead”™ Land0fTheDeaddl;
e x o
8

Land0iTheDeadd: LandDiThelieadl:
g x x
= . -
s
Land0iTheDead0l* LandDiTheDeaddlt
X
\ Cursor: 50 -181 px
w

Adding Text

Ok, you've decided you'd like to add some text to your unfinished wallpaper. (Yes, you
can go back and tweak saved wallpaper.) In this case, I'll add my domain name of my
website www.horrorstew.com. My wallpapers get passed around frequently, so I like
people to know where they came from and who made them! Hit that dark green T next to
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my Uncle's head. Up will pop the text box which is the box you can type letters into......

B untitled* - PhotoMix

FILE EDIT VIEW HELP

EEX

QJ i I iomd |

| Cursor: 1053 % 59 px Frame: 45,63 (205%154) pixels

I,‘ Photos 'q

Photos

Q Visit wwwy. photomis:, com web site
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[Diouble click on photo to send it to page:
(o,

-~
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There's some other cool things you can do here, like change the font, the color, and the
size of the letters. In my website’s case, | always look for the creepy stuff. To change the
font, click the F right above your text box that you brought up. You'll see the Font
display box pop up......

‘E e IEE@

FILE EDIT VIEW HELP

BEl IR

()] [ I 1 4 | I 408 s ] T 614 1 (T 1 " 6/_: Photos

E (a3 | Viskt v, photomi:. com web site
b
=3
2

2| /5| Add photos

Page: 1024768 px Double click on photo to send it to page

roEER 5| € ]

m - Fonk styler e
. E‘ Itskc 20) oK
E () Geogia A | | Regular 12 =B
L] T Glooteun [ — e T
E l]t, HELTERSKELTER Bold 16 LandUt helesadl LandUH helleadldl,
= ’}Eﬂ!ﬁ!— Boid Italic 18 = .
(] Ipact
o i H ISABELLE 2
= ’E T Jerking v2.0 b 24 8
Effects Sample

[ Strkeout <7
[] Underline J yre bel
Color:

| GEE w

| Cursor: 159 » 34 px Frame: 45,63 (205:154) pivets

...... showing all the stuff you can do for your font. Here I've changed my font to
Herman which is sampled to the right to show you what the style will look like. 1
changed to color to red because Land Of The Dead has a lot of dark scenes. Red shows
up on black well. I've also changed the font style from Regular to Italic and the size of
the font to 20, giving the already creepy Herman font more of a twist! Now, click ok if
that's what you want. Once you put the text in and you don't like it, not to worry, nothing
is set in stone here; just undo it by clicking on the Text Box and it will outline in red
squares again, showing you that it's ready to be worked on. Hit your delete to erase the
text you previously typed in. Make sure you click next to the Font box in the little box
that has the multicolored squares in it to check and see if that color palette reflects the
color you picked for your font. If not, choose red here and click ok......
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9, | I T I T T 8191 ' _..@ Photos

Q Wisi v, photomix. com web site
5| Add photos
Double click on phota to send it bo page

15 Photos l'l

( Page: 1024x768 px

e Y 3
Land0fTheDead®” Land0iTheDeaddi;
T — I_ m ,— LandQiTheDead: LandDiTheDeaddl:
¥ EEEEEEE

F Hue: |0 Red: |255 i % %
- Sat (240 | Greerc |0
ColortSolid |\ [120]  Blue[0
Add to Custom Colors ]

Wd0fTheDead01t LandOfTheDeaddit

x

[ \ Curzor: 198 » 45 pot Frame: 45,63 (2052154) poels

Click the A at the left of the F to enter the text. You'll see the little red squares disappear,
showing that it's prepped for text entering! You'll see a little exclamation mark in the
box. Why that's left there, I don't know, but I simply hit my keyboard Delete and it goes
away. Ok, I entered my domain address here......
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B untitled* - PhotoMix

)

[ Page: 10244768 px

 Curson 113 % 38 px Frame: 4563 (206:154) pivels

I,‘ Photos 'q

Photos

(3] Vish e photomis.com web ste
E‘ Add photos

[Diouble click on photo to send it to page:
(o,

-~

If you enter a wrong letter, just Backspace on your keyboard to remove them, then start
again. After you get your text put in, click outside of the box to bring up the little red
squares. If you bring your mouse close to the edge of the lines you can squish the box
tight like so......
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B untitled* - PhotoMix

-@. [ I T | I 8 ] i 814 | P BIS i 1 0 gu Photos

(3] Vish e photomis.com web ste
E‘ Add photos

[Diouble click on photo to send it to page:
rae @,

&
"
g
5
&
B
I|| Photos \'

-~

| Cursor: 159 127 px Frame: 45,63 (234:55) porels |

Move the whole box by clicking inside the text box with your mouse arrow and dragging
it to whatever location on you wallpaper you want the text to appear. Click outside of the
canvas to get rid of the little red squares around your text box.
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&3 untitled® - PhotoMix

FILE EDIT VIEW

[ Page: 10244768

 Cursor: 55 %19 px

Photos

Q_ Visit v, photomi. com web site
%) Add photos

Double clck on photo to send it to page:
D

If you want to make changes to your text, simply click right on the text and the little red
squares are back, enabling you to work on it once again!
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Adding A Border

You can add a colored border around your pictures to break them up and also around the
entire wallpaper by clicking the Layers tab.

&2 untitled* - PhotoMix

FILE EDIT VIEW

HELP

| Page: 1024x768 px

| Cursor: 1153 % 604 pa

ers

&

ser: 1 (bottommost)

)

E1E

=&

On the right, you'll see that margin change to reflect each of the photos you have in your
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wallpaper. Under each photo, click on the Border bar to bring up the Action Settings
box with which you can change the border color and the border width. Click on the black
Border Color. Up will come a color box where you can change the color of your
border......

i untitled® - PhotoMix
[ FiLE EDIT || VIEW || HELP |
LR ———
9 ] I | T a8 1 ] P 614 [ L Q) (e 1(' ost)
. 2|\ [T [
| Page: 1024x768 px 5
' [=]'8)] :
4 | Bordes
- (]
| |_J BEE

Distance from image edge.

HTTETEEN
EFFEENEN
EfEEEEEN
EEEEEEEN
EEEENE" =

Custom codors:
HEEE
-

Cursor: 1149 % 859 px

Hue[0 | Red[255 |
Sat[240] Greew[0 |
ColorlSold oy [120]  Bhue:[0

T
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I picked red, then changed the Border Width to 10 and clicked Ok.

o), @) cer: 1 (bal.lum.mm.l} »
[=]/&)
BEE
i [E][& i
- | @'wuw
= Borcer BEH

é Distance from image edge. =
g 1 o = ElE Iz
- "
i 3 ,'IU— - Border B @& E
: ayer: 4 — §
s 7 =
_ 3 - =]/®)]
| .
| Barder HEE
- a :
E £ [ =
i Q
i ¥
Unsupp EHEE
3 jayer: L]
Unsupporte iR

T i\Curscx: 1149 % 859 px
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Now you can see the border which is placed around the picture you were working on in

Layers!

&3 untitled* - PhotoMix

©|

[ Page: 1024x768 pi

\ Curson: 1095 % 371 px

yar: 3

M Layer: 4

[ Layers \

W) cer: 1 (bottommost)

(=)

Layer: 2

Layer: 5_

Layer: 6
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Do so for the rest of the pictures if you like. Here's the finished look:

&1 Land Of The Dead. pmj - PhotoMix

[ | ] 4 I | 1408 ] 1 B4 I I 819 | i @ Q),w: 1 (bottommost)
i @ Z»&Z b3
5 @ =
[ Page: 10244768 pu )|
L | o
_ rds
21 L) Hak
= £ 4h EEE
@ s past
-5 = [
- |
i = @ =
= :
& n [x
2 L
g e F
a2
_ L[S
31|
i B
= Layer: 6
= =
& Unsupport ) @ =
\ Cursor: 5165 174 px
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If you want to automatically apply it as wallpaper to your computer, click on File and Set
As Wallpaper!

&3 Land Of The Dead. pmj - PhotoMix

EDIT | VIEW HELP
I:—_: Mew project Chrl+N
en project ... Chrl+ —
f:.] Spen projec 4 B4 I 1 E ) ) ceri 1 (bottommost) §
{ 2 @ &
Save project as ... a
@5 add photos to list Ctrl+] T
.
] Page Setup .. | : e
I 1 <
— At 1"8y|
Save as photo (jpg, tif and etc.) ... - e @ )
“et a5 wallpaper =b
end photo via emal 4k BEE
A5 = 3
&9 Prink ... = T=ho (i3
(=8|
Exit
s 5 BEE
g 3
8 =8 E
i BEE
§ =
-
- 2
] || —
1SUppo BEE
- Layer: 6
= E
™ Unsuppa [ =
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You also can send the wallpaper to your friends using the email feature. Just got to File
and click Send Photo Via Email......

& Land Of The Dead, pmj - PhotoMix

EDIT VIEW || HELP
= Mew project Chrl+M
Cpen project ... ChrO
u [ ] 1 814 1 [ 10 [ ] 1 &) ser: 1 (bottommost)
Save project as ...
5 add photos to list Ctri4l EEE
] Page Setup ...
I
Save as photo (jpg, tif and etc.) ... Ctri+H
(P Set as wallpaper Crr+w i '
Send photo via emal £ BEE
= ; n‘-
=
@ E
[=
H E
=
-
-~
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Layer: 6
) o [ =
\ Cursor: 93 x -181 px
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Other Noteworthy Tips

The wallpaper we made above was made in 1024 X 768 mode. To create a wallpaper in
800 X 600 mode (another common size), go to File and click Page Setup.

B2 untitled - PhotoMix

PB4

[ EDiT || vIEW |[ HELP |
Cpen project ... Crl+0
= -
ﬁ r
8 Add photes to st i
wl
A . .
&
Exit
3
§
=)
Cursor, 522 % 187 pu

[2
| e | S
D faal|
g_—!as.
e L lé | __—.'
u | 5

I

Start

Gt started working with Photobix from one of
the following:

)] Geting Started with PhotoMs .

£ Visit wnns phiotomiz.com web sits

ﬁ; Open project ..

your work with Photois with ane of

3 ?
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The Page Setup box will come up where you can manipulate the width and the height of
your wallpaper.

¥ untitled - PhotoMix

i Start
Get started working with Photolo: from one of
the following:
Fage: 10264758 pe ﬁswwwﬁ;
m.p‘m‘ﬂm
New progect
Open project ...
_ 1| Page setup ..
Height (768 | & poels Finish
e irts Wyouwkmmam”d
(@) Landscape () Porrait
[ila) 5 ave as photo fjpg, i and ete)
Page Maigins Set az wal
Lopaas] 0 v piels Lt |0 < piels end photo via email
Bottom |0 + pixels  Right D: picels
Cursor 3% -181 px )
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Make sure Select Paper Size says Custom Size then simply change the width to 800 and

the height to 600 before you start your next wallpaper......

ed - Photo

Mz ia] eorv || view || wetp |

EEWD

Q@ T | ]

ol s
2
Page: 1024768 px
Page Setup
- Paper size
i Select paper size: |I'.‘mtunsiae v_|
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i oo |
i oo (600 |21 picts
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; Page Marging
i Top [0 s piels  Let [0 £ pinels
§ Bottom |0 s peels  Right 0 S pisels
i
E
Cursor: 23 %178 px )

Get started working with PhotoMix from one of
the following:
Getting Started with PhotoMix ..
Visit www. photorni: comn webs site
Mew project
5] Open potect ..

Pngnsedw...

Eaneth

Cormglete your work. with Photobdix with one of
the following:
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Choosing A Colored Background

The Poe wallpaper that I made has a black background. I set the color by clicking on the
Backgrounds tab. Click Set Page Color and the Color palette pops up, letting you
choose whatever color background that you want behind your wallpaper pictures.

¥ untitled - PhotoMix

| Fre || eorr J[ view | Hewr |
WO R,
g)_;' [ ] Voo ] [ R T I T | BT . % ~ @ -lg

a g
f B mereeeemenannn

~ Q] Find mote at wwivw. pholomis. corm web s
3

[ 9] Set page color

‘ Scale backgiound: 1

Select one of the back grounds kst from the
drop-down menu below:

Default set
Double click on background to apply it to page

LA .

bkgnd [1| blg bkgnd (2] bkg

bkand (3] bka bgrd [4).bkg

Page: 1024768 px

1531

) 307

1 460 1

Hue:.‘lBO Red 128
Sat| 210 G-mlﬂ_
N Define Custom Color ColorlSolid |y [120]  Bhae: 255 |
[ Add to Custom Coloss ]

]

Cursor; 1153 % 684 pu J

I've picked purple just for the heck of it! If you look at my wallpapers at
www.horrorstew.com/Gory-Horror-Wallpaper, you'll find great examples of colored
backgrounds in many of my wallpapers. Anyway, click Ok and you'll see the screen
completely fill with the color (below).
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No problem here though, because when you go back up and click on the Compositions
tab and add a layout to your canvas, it overlays on the purple background, ready for your
pictures and filling in automatically between them with the purple color!

&2 untitled* - PhotoMix

FILE || EDIT VIEW || HELP |

a0 =] @

@ T 04 [ = %8 v ] - b4 i T Q) = Compozitions
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T i
TS0 TS T I P

X

Cursor; 1153 230 px

It's fair to mention that this is the way [ make MY wallpapers. I'm afraid I haven't
completely explored Photo Mix to its full potential. I'm satisfied with the wallpapers I
make and so are my customers! You may have noticed, however, that there are many tabs
and other different settings and things you can do with Photo Mix! I believe I've only
just scratched the surface with the program. You may move ahead and really create some
cool things, surpassing anything I've done! Go for it, explore, and have fun with the
program!
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Creating Horror Backgrounds Using "Inside" Tips, Tricks, and Free
Software Part Four: Using IrfanView To Lighten, Resize, And
Manipulate Pictures

Making A Dark Picture Lighter As Well As Coloring Black And White

Pictures

One of the situations that I have sometimes is that photos that I capture off of horror
movies are dark. [ mean, that's typical. Horror movies are shot in the dark a lot. Well,
those dark photos make for poor wallpaper at times, so I basically lighten them up using
the IrfanView. I only lighten them a little, because you still want the photo to look like it
belongs to your other pictures within your wallpaper. Here, I've opened the IrfanView
program.

£ irfan¥iew
Fie Ed¢ [mage Options Yew Hep

= @

Mo file loaded (use Filg= »Ooen meny)
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Click the open file picture at top left or click File then Open. Both will open the My
Pictures box showing all of your pictures for your wallpaper that you saved there.

. [olx|
F =

Lock i | (2} My Fictues o ;4 =

B <
B

..

LandCf TheDendDiH. o LandOf TheDasd00S. ipg  LandOfTheDwsdl0s, jpg  LandOf TheDesdD0?. 00

LandCf TheDwad00E ipg  LandOf TheDead(03. jog

LandOf TheDwead. iog

W

|+ Priviess actes

|| Dot

Fil riame | :DIH'F
Fiss of lyps: | JPGAIFEG - JPG Files w| | Canest |
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I picked the LandOfTheDead011.jpg image of this zombie chick with part of her cheek
ripped off and her side choppers showing. Nice, huh?!

=La|'|tH}I'Theﬂuﬁ]'| 1.jpg - IrfanWiee

iz xMEPP 11020 100% SS.GLEE[2M.T5KE 79 2007 [ 164940
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She's just a little dark here. Click on Image. A bar will dropdown. Click Enhance
Colors......

£ LandOfTheDead011.jpg - IrfanView (=13
File Edit RGN Options WYiew Help

E““ E Information. ., 1 P a

Creste Mew (emphy) mage. ..
Create Panorama image. ..

Rotate Left L
Rotate Right R
CusbomyFine rotation. . ChrlL
Yerkical Flip ¥
Horizankal Flip H
ResizefResampls. .. Chri4R
Canyvas size..,
Decraase Color Depth,..
Corvert to Greyscale
Egakive
Enhance colors. .. Shift+G
Sharpen Shifk+5
Red &ye reduction (selection)

31 x308%  prracks = 7/9/2007 | 18:49:48
Sweap Colars
Palett s
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You'll see the Enhance Colors box come up with the original image on the left and the
new image on the right.

Enhance colors

Origirial image MHew mage

Bnghtriess: Cortrast:
i 0 J 0
Color balance: (Gamima conechon:
R: i 0 J 1.00
G: = U S aburahor:
B: ) 0 J 0
!#t detauk values | | Apply to crignal 0K, Cancel

This is a pretty cool tool area! Here is where you'll not only brighten the image; you can
also add color to black and white pictures, like I do to my old horror movie images! It
works like this: the image on the right is the one that will show the new changes you
make to it. The left one is the original. Now for some reason if you mess up the new
image just click Set Default Values at the bottom left and it will put all of the values
back to 0. Just don't click Apply To Original until you are absolutely sure that's the way
you want your new photo to look! Let's take you through each slider and see what it
does! (1.) Brightness: I put it on 60 and it lightened zombie girl up......
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/!
Ciodor balance:

&0

| Set defaul values |

| 2pply to criginal |

Contrast:

) 0
(3amma cormechon
i 1.00 _
S ahuration: _
W ':I
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(2.) Contrast: I think this setting looks much better for this picture. I reduced the
contrast to -61. It's a little less hazy then the former Brightness setting. This one's a
keeper (below).

Enhance colors

Oniginal image Mew mage

Enghtness:; Conbrast:

i 0 8 £1
Color balance: G comechon:
A: i 0 J 1.00
G: - g 5 atur atior;
B: g L 8, ]
Set defauk values | | Apply to criginal | ok || Cancal |

(3.) Color Balance: As you can see, | moved the Red color to 60 and it reddened zombie
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Enhance colors
Original image Mew mage

Enghtness:; Contrast:
£ 0 ) 0
Color balance: Gamma comechon:
R: 1.:“ 60 J 1.00
& A 0 5 ahuration;
B: i L Y 0
| Setdefault values | | Apply to orignal | ok || Concel |
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The R, G, and B on the left in the Color Balance Box stand for Red, Green, and Blue.
Play with those sliders and see how it changes your pictures. * I use these sliders for
B&W pictures. (4.) Gamma: Ok I thought Gamma was what turned Bruce Banner into
the Hulk, but would you believe I have no idea what this feature is?! When I slide it to
1.65, it seems like it sharpened the image up considerably. Cool!

Enhance colors

Original image

Enghtness:; Conbrast:

i 0 '} 0
Ciodor balance: (3amma coaechion
R: i 0 Af 1.65
G: - 0 53411'
B: i 0 ) 0
Set default values | sipply to orignal | y ok || canca |

Ok, I clicked Apply To Original and hit OK. This is a far better picture than what I
started with. After all, I want my customers to see all of the gory details......

Page 55



E 2 LandOfTheDeadD1 1.jpg - IrfanView
File Edit Image Options Yew Help

FHEEX B2 OQQ e»

331 x303x 24BPP  11/29 100% 55.81KB[294.75KB  7/9/2007 | 18:49:48
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Click File, and then Save.

E 2 LandOfTheDead011 jpg - IrfanView
Edit Image Options View Help
Opefi... o
Feopen Shifft+F
Open with external editor Shift+E
Open in HEX, viewer ..,
Open ASCII File...

Thumbnails

Slideshow. ..
Batch Conversion/Renams. ..

Fename Fis. ..
Move File. ..
Copy File, ..
Delete File...

Save as... 5
Print. .. Chrl4P

Seleck TWAIN Source, ..

&cquirefBatch scanning. .. Chri4-Shift+4

Copy Shop... JS KB 792007 f 18:49:48
MRUDs... .

Exil Esc
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Up will pop your My Pictures box and another Save Option Box......

Save in: ﬂHfF’ictues | * = [0~
[ i et
JPEG/GIF save options
B VPG
; lowest 20 best
' ' Save qualily: € »
[[] 5ave as progressive JPG
- - : ) (] Save az grayscale JFG [please remembedt]
fT ; :
picks LandCfTheDead. jpg  LandOF C]Di i
[] Keep original EXIF data
[ Keep crignal IPTC data
[] Keep oiginal JPG-Comement
GIF;
[] 5ave inteilaced
("] 5ave tranzparent color
LandOfTheDead004.jpg  LandCfTheDeadD0S. jpg  LandOf
LandOf TheDead00s,jpg  LandOfTheDead009.jpg  LandOfTheDead010.jpg  LandCfTheDesd0l 1. jpg
_— |, | b
File name: Lard0 T heDeadl1 Save
Save as ype: | JPG - JPEG Files ~./
] 5.ave with original date.time Show options dislog (] Detais

Ignore that one and just click Save on your My Pictures box. An IrfanView "replace
file" question will pop up asking if you want to replace the original zombie girl picture
file. Click Yes......
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BES ORAQ &=

Irfan¥iew

"'?.r'"’ Replace File: C\Doouments and SettingsiHP_Admingstrator My DocumentsiMy PickuresiLandOf TheDead011.ipg ?

331 x 30324 BPF 1129 1009 SS.B1KB[294.75KB  T[9[2007 f 18:49:48

You'll be saving the picture that you altered.
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Resizing A Big Picture To A Small Picture

Let's resize a photo. Why, do you ask? Well, sometimes you'll run into a photo that you
want to use in your Photo Mix program but it just doesn't fit well without cutting off
things in the photo and ruining the whole horror you're trying to convey. It's just better to
make that picture smaller. Why throw it away? Ok, click File, and Open. My Pictures
will pop up. I picked this one of Land Of The Dead's Big Daddy holding a zombie
buddies shot off head! It was too wide to get in a wallpaper well. Click Image then
Resize/Resample.

E!Landﬂﬂ'heﬂead.jpg - IrfanView
File Edit BUESEE Options  View Help
Information, ..

Creste MNew (empty) image. ..
Create Panorama image. ..

Rotate Left L
Rotate Right R
CustormyFire rotation... CErL
Yertical Flip

Harizankal Flip

 TtmsizefResample...

Canvas sige, ..

Decrease Color Depth...

Convert bo Greyscala
Negative
Erhance colors. ..

Sharpen
Red eve reduction (seleckon)
Effects

Swap Colors

Palette
717/2007 | 11:55:06
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The Resize/Resample image box will pop up showing you the settings that you can
manipulate to alter the size of the picture.

E‘Immd ina - IefanWisus

Resize/Resample image
Some standard dimensions:
Current size: 510 x 380 piels [ Hal I

Hew size: 510 x 380 pxels

() 640 » 480 Povehs
(%) St new size: () 800 » 600 Pieeks
width: Sl Heigh: 3150 () 1024 x 768 Pixels

280 x 360 Pixels
@maﬂs Oem 2

() 1600 x 1200 Piels
{} Set new size a5 perdentage of originat () Best fit to deskiop

Widl | () Desktop size [no aspect ratia]

Size methaod:
Preserve aspect ratio (%) Rezample [better quality]
DRI ] 1 Resample filter;
Lanczos filter [slowest)

() Resize [faster]

ok | | cance |

S10x360x 24 BPP  1/29 100% 107.76KB /538.63KB  7/7/2007 ] 11:55:06

It shows you the current size of the picture which is 510 Width X 360 Height. Let's say
for example you want to cut this in half......
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=l andfThaNead ino - IrfanWisw
ResizeMesample imape

Some standard dirmensions:
Current size: 510 x 380 piels [ Hal I

Mew size: 255 x 180 pels

() 640 » 480 Pizels

{*) Set new size: ) 800 % 500 Piveks
' ) 1024 x 768 Piels

) 1280 x 960 Pixels

) 1600 % 1200 Posels
{:}Eetnewwe.as percentage of originat () Best fit to desktop

Whdth %  Heaght b () Deskiop size [no aspect ratia]

Size method:
[] Preserve aspect ratio {*) Resample [better quality)
DRt |1 1 Resampls filter;
Lanczos fiker [showest]

() Resize [faster]

| | cancal |

SI0x 360 x 24BPP  1/29 1009 107.76KB[S38.63KB  7/7[2007 [ 11:55:06

I changed the width to 255 (half of 510) and the height to 180 (half of 360). Whatever
you do to the width you should also cut the height by the same amount to keep the picture
in proportion. Simply hit ok and your picture will be reduced to a size that you can easily
fit into a smaller template space in your Photo Mix project (below)!

Page 62



&2 LandOfTheDead. jpg - IrfanView
File Edit Image Options View Help

SEEX  RB2 OQQ «=

255x 180 x 24 BPP  1/29 1009 107.76KB[135.04 KB  7[7/2007 [ 11:55:06

Oh yes, don't forget to do a File then Save on that resized image!

Last Thoughts

As you play around with these programs, you'll learn a lot more about them. Remember,
they are free except for Photo Mix and Capture Wiz, which give you a thirty day free
trial to check them out. You could make a lot of wallpapers in thirty days! They are
good programs, however, reasonably priced and handy! Don't be afraid to experiment
with them and remember, whatever you do in a program isn't set in stone until you hit
Save! You'll always find some sort of Undo key too, so you can go back and do it over if
you screw up. Don’t freak out like I used to! No worries! If you should decide you'd like
Photo Mix and Capture Wiz, come back and click on my link in the Part One:
Locating Your Software portion of this PDF, won't you? Enjoy this EBook. I had a lot
of fun creating it. Also, don't forget to come and visit www.horrorstew.com, the place for
horror trailers, wallpaper, horror movies, masks, fangs, horror lenses and much more!

Have Fun!
TR o<

Copyright © 2007 www.horrorstew.com All Rights Reserved.
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